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Roots and Identity

Malmé and southern Sweden have
the potential for playing a fundamen-
tal role of gateway to Europe for all
of Scandinavia. With this in mind the
composition department at the Mal-
md Academy of Music, has, in recent
years, worked out a strategy of reflec-
tion and openness. From a pedagogi-
cal point of view, we might talk about
roots and the future”. Today, more
than ever, it is important to know
your roots and your identity in order
to open a dialogue with the many dif-
ferent cultures migrating to Europe.
We are all part of this process. So we
believe it is important to provide the
young students, the future “interpre-
ters” of a changing reality, with the
basic tools coming from the core of
our western tradition, i. e. from the

Middle Ages to Lachenmann.

Neither aesthetic  “prescriptions”,
nor any expectations of early achie-
vements are to be imposed on young
composers. All the systems that, in
several countries, charge young artists
with too much responsibility are soon
bound to lose their real potential of
creativity and will transform their
talents into the routine mannerism.
Young artists look for something else
today. They are freer, more curious,
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and even more uncertain than earlier
generations. This is why we have a
responsibility to establish clear roads
and roots related to our traditions,
even the most recent ones. The young
students will have a lifetime to reject
or change them. But with well foun-
ded reasons, personal and painsta-
kingly searched for. Therefore we try
to provide a kind of perception labo-
ratory starting with skills but strictly
connected with practical musical ex-
perience.

We are working hard to make co-pro-
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ductions with a great number of pro-
fessional groups of performers who
are able and willing to play our stu-
dents’ music. These include orchest-
ras, ensembles, soloists, opera houses,
dancers and festivals in Sweden as
well as abroad. One of our main go-
als is to make use of the connection
with Europe and to encourage our
students to travel and meet interna-
tional reality, an invaluable tool for a
widened Scandinavian perspective on
main artistic and social debates.
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Projects

One of the most important bricks
apart from the teaching are the com-
position projects where the students
often meet professional ensembles,
conductors and musicians and have
their own works interpreted and per-
formed in concerts. We have annual
co-operation projects with the Malmo
Symphony Orchestra and together
with the composition departments at
The Royal College of Music in Stock-
holm and the Academy of Music and
Drama at the University of Gothen-
burg we co-operate with the string or-
chestra Musica Vitae in Vixjs. In the
annual co-operation with the Swedish
Wind Ensemble and The RCM in
Stockholm our students meet a symp-
honic wind orchestra, and the rich
choral life of the Oresund region gives

Electroacoustic Music

The students are taught basic use
of computers, sequencers, pro-
grams for note editing and studio
technique as well as composing
electroacoustic music and works for
instruments in combination with
electronics. Every year the compo-
sition class gives public concerts
where their works within EAM are
presented. This gives them an opp-
ortunity to work with the technique
required at the performances. Liste-
ning and work analysis in the genre
are important parts of the teaching.
The students work with recording
technique, especially in connection
with performances of their own
works, acoustic as well as “mixed”.
The first years the students read the
same courses but in the higher gra-
des there is room for an individual
profile within the subject.

many opportunities to compose for
voice including co-operation with the
recently established Kércentrum Syd.

The chamber music making is often
supplied for within the Academy in
co-operation with music students.
Co-operation projects have been car-
ried out with, among others, the pia-
no, organ and clarinet classes as well
as with the singing and rhythmics
departments, and the Symphony Or-
chestra of the Music Academy now
and then provides in its programs for
works written by the composition stu-
dents. In the course of 2007 co-opera-
tion was also initiated with the Lyck3
Chamber Music Festival. The opera
houses of Malmé and Ystad are also
involved in projects where the profile
is more of musical drama.

The students attend the two regional
biennials Sound Around and Music
Around and sometimes participate
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with music of their own, and they
are also given the possibility to visit
other Swedish music festivals. Every
year the composition department
has a festival of its own with con-
temporary music, Connect, often in
co-operation with the Malmé-based
Ensemble Ars Nova, one of Sweden's
leading ensembles for contemporary
music.

In order to give our students solid skill
of craftsmanship we provide, with
these forthcoming projects, plenty of
room during the first years for instru-
mentation, counterpoint, ear training,
analysis, notation, ensemble interpre-
tation with conducting and piano as
well as for free creativity. As a supple-
ment to this, the students are offered
a wide selection of programs within
Karridrkontoret aiming at practically
preparing the students for professio-
nal life in issues concerning planning,
economy, concert booking and so on.
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Composition - Film Music

The Malmé Academy of Music in
co-operation with the Film i Skdne/
Ystad Studios will give a master edu-
cation with a film music composi-
tion profile. The education prepares
for professional work within the
film music area and is intended for
composers and arrangers who wish
to specialize in this field. During the
education the students will take part
in productions as observers, but they
will also do practical composition
work. The aim of the education is to
increase the understanding of and the
knowledge about the activities and
processes existing in connection with
media and film production. Plenty
of possibilities are given during the
education to create contacts and co-
operation with directors, producers,
musicians, studio staff and other
professional groups active within the
field. The education is supported by
the Ystads kommun and the Spar-
banken Syd and is offered for the
first time in 2008/2009.

The Inter Arts Center

Inter Arts Center is a centre formed
within the artistic faculty, located to
the Mazetti block in Malmé. The cen-
tre is meant to be a venue for staff and
students of the Art, Musicand Theatre
Academies pursuing experimental and
progressive research and development
work. The centre will make possible
interdisciplinary projects between the
visual arts, music and theatre, but also
between these and other kinds of re-
search. Co-operative projects with ar-
tists outside the institutions will also
be possible. Apart from certain basic
activities, the aim is to pursue inter-
nally or externally financed projects
succeeding each other here. At the
centre there will be public premises
for the visual arts, music and theatre
adapted to the experimental profile
and supplementing the existing con-
cert hall, theatre and gallery by a dif-
ferent shape that invites flexible use.
The Inter Arts Center is supported by
the Sparbanksstiftelsen Skdne and the
Craafordska stiftelsen.

Arranging/Composition

In close connection with the com-
position education an education in
arranging, classical style and arrang-
ing/composition with a jazz profile
is offered. Some subjects are studied
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together with the composition stu-
dents, and the arranging students also
have the possibility to participate in
different composition and arranging
projects.
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